| S (B = By =) B 5 i e R

4 -
BER ._ __ ERE 1 [

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ i

AT %uin %i_

_r_

E_:;Z:i_ f Y T
__ H i,,r.,?;__;:,:c ,: ﬂﬁﬁ E,E,JE
\ | ) , iy r
H 5_,?; MY E.T {L J, PPETRPERREE RN R



COLOR RHYTHMS

43

SWITZERLAND

CANARY-YELLOW
PLUMAGE

Kindergarten Spittel, Affoltern am Albis

LocATION: MUhlebergstrasse 34, Affoltern am Albis cLIENT: Primarschule Affoltern am Albis
ARcHITECTS: llliz Architektur GmbH, Zurich/Vienna GENERAL PLANNER: POyry Schweiz AG, Zurich

BUILDING PERIOD: 2013/14 FACADE CONSTRUCTION: Markus Schnider, Bonstetten

In the course of renovating and adding
a story to a kindergarten built in

1968, the commissioned architects from
Biiro llliz lent the structure a power-

ful presence and identity with an exter-
nal skin of longitudinal fagade tiles

in rhythmic colors.

FRANK PETER JAGER The Spittel Kindergarten
in Affoltern am Albis no longer met the Can-
ton of Zurich’s current guidelines for school
buildings. These guidelines demand that ev-
ery main space be assigned a smaller group
space. In addition, the building from 1968
did not have sufficient working spaces for
the teachers, and no spaces for materials.
The one-and-a-half-story structure was fur-
nished with a simple, quite attractive brick
facade typical of its era, with exposed con-
crete ribbons on the attic and window fronts.
The substance was well preserved, which is
why the client decided to renovate and ex-
pand the existing building.

The Biiro Illiz Architektur from Zurich
and Vienna was awarded the contract. For a
number of reasons they decided against tying
in directly with the existing architecture. The
facade of the building, in particular, should
feature a minergie standard, which would
have been hardly possible without interven-
tion in the existing facade, and visible inter-
sections between old and new. In the search
for a facade solution for the insulated build-
ing with one story added, Sabrina Mehlan and
Petra Schlomer, the architects responsible for

FACADE MATERIAL: Swisspear|® SMALL FORMAT, PLANEA Yellow P 613 and P 616, Beige P 812, White P 113

the project, decided on an external skin of
horizontally placed, slender Swisspearl
facade shingles in the colors: white, light-
gray, beige, and canary yellow.

In the extended building, each of the
three classrooms has access to an 80-square-
meter main space, as well as a group space of
36 square meters. The spaces and internal
circulation areas, especially the stairway,
seemed aged, cluttered, and somewhat dark.
The architects were able to completely
change the image of the spaces with surpris-
ingly few interventions, such as a new stair-
way railing, elegant lighting, and mainly, with
color. But rather than yellow and beige, a
powerful green and mainly the omnipresent
white of the walls, built-in closets, and balus-
trades define the renovated interior spaces,
making them light and airy. In the new upper
story, so much use area was created that the
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architects were able to expand the two class-
rooms to the outdoors with a spacious roof-
top terrace.

These gaps within the cube fit well into
the building’s new appearance. Its closed,
colorful, shingle texture is broken only by the
opening of the entrance; and large, horizon-

tal windows—a building homogeneous in L] o
form, heterogeneous in its appearance. Apart 1 X iL
from its openings, defining the image of the 2 8 i
building are mainly the three different appli- 3 . Rl
cation patterns of the pre-hung slabs. 4 Lo Z L

The facade, with its in part flowing color 4 - ‘ 7771 77777
transitions, and in part contrasting juxtaposi- 5 . UL

tion, is reminiscent of plumage or the reflec-
tion of a lake’s waves. Whatever image it may
evoke, the architects responsible for the proj- R —
ect were concerned with lending the ex- T—
1]

tended building a new suitable identity for -
the changed cubature and distinguishing it as — - . 7
a public structure within the neighborhood of P

sober, white plastered residential buildings. —
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Swisspear|® SMALL FORMAT panel 4 mm, double layer
ventilation cavity, vertical timber batten
batten

thermal insulation

concrete, existing building

concrete

masonry, existing building
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“The goal of coloring the facade was to make the building
harmonious with its surroundings and also to strengthen its
position within the neighborhood.”

Sabrina Mehlan, Illiz Architektur GmbH




